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AGRICULTURE NEWS 
Jessamine County 

Agriculture 

September 2025 

The 3rd Annual Jessamine County Agriculture Tour will be held on Friday, Septem-
ber 26. The tour will start at 8:30 am at the Jessamine County Extension Office and 
return at 4:30 pm. Participation is limited to 40 persons, so reservations are on a 
first come, first serve basis. Lunch will be provided, thanks to a generous donation 
by the Jessamine County Farm Bureau and the grilling skills of the Jessamine Coun-
ty Cattlemen’s Association members. There will be an optional wine tasting at the 
Ghost Fox Winery at $10/person, paid directly to the winery. This activity will meet 
CAIP Education Requirements. Tour schedule will be as follows: 
 
• Depart Jessamine County Exten-

sion Office 
• Glynn Young Landscaping 
• Clover Hilltop Farm 
• Whitetail Heaven Outfitters 
• C&J Miller Beef Cattle Farm 
• Lunch Prepared by Jessamine 

County Cattlemen’s Association 
• Taylor Made Equine Farm 
• Centerfield Egg Farm 
• Ghost Fox Winery 
• Return to Jessamine County Ex-

tension Office 

Jessamine County Ag. Tour 
Friday, September 26, 2025 

https://www.facebook.com/jessaminecountyagriculture/?pnref=story
https://www.facebook.com/jessaminecountyagriculture/?pnref=story
https://www.facebook.com/jessaminecountyagriculture/?pnref=story


Sept 4  Youth Investment Livestock Sale 

  6:30p @ City/County Fairgrounds 

Sept 8  Feeder Calf Grading School 

  6:00p @ BG Stockyards (see flyer) 

Sept 16 2025 Horse Farm & Facilities Expo 

  6:00p @ Big Creek Livestock 

  (see flyer) 

Sept 22 Jessamine County Cattlemen 

  6:30p @ Jessamine Extension 

Sept 23 BQCA Training (see Page 3) 

  6:00p @ Jessamine Extension 

Sept 25 Jessamine County Beekeepers 

  6:00p @ Jessamine Extension 

  (see flyer for details) 

Sept 26 Jessamine County Ag. Tour 

  (see Page 1) 

Aug 2  Nicholasville Farmers Market 

  Harmony Harvest Lunch 

  11:00a-1:00p @ 201 Walnut St. 
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For more information on any of these programs, please contact the Jessamine County Extension Office 

Healthy 

Recipe 

From 

Cook Wild 

Kentucky 
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Upcoming Opportunities: 

Jessamine County Youth Livestock Investment Sale 
September 4, 6:00p Dinner and 6:30p @ Jessamine County Fairgrounds 
Come support Jessamine County 4-H and FFA Livestock and Country Ham project 
participants by bidding on their projects! 

 
Feeder Calf Grading School 
September 8, 6:00p @ the Bluegrass Stockyards, 4561 Ironworks Pike, Lexington. 
Gain experience in evaluating and grading feeder calves. Improve your marketing 
success! 
Meets CAIP Education Requirements. (See Flyer) 

 
2025 Horse & Horsemen: Farm & Facilities Expo 
September 16, 6:00p @ Big Creek Livestock, 1310 Thatchers Mill Rd., Paris 
Topics: Arena Footing and Maintenance, Pasture Walk, Heavy Use Areas & Farm In-
frastructure, Horsemanship Demo. 
Dinner Included. Preregistration Required. 
Meets CAIP Education Requirements. (See Flyer) 

 
2025 UK Beef Bash 
September 20, 9:00a—2:30p @ the UK Beef Research Unit, 1051 Midway Rd. Ver-
sailles, KY. $15.00 registration, Lunch Included. See flyer for program and registration 
information. Meets CAIP Education Requirements. 

 
Beef Quality and Care Assurance (BQCA) Certification Training 
Tuesday, September 23rd @ Jessamine County Extension Office 
BQCA is a program that provides systematic information to U.S. beef producers of 
how good husbandry techniques can be coupled with accepted scientific knowledge 
to raise cattle under optimum management conditions. Current certification is re-
quired for CAIP Large Animal cost-share projects. Dinner will be provided, please call 
ahead to reserve a meal. Meets CAIP Education Requirements.  
 
2025 Central Kentucky Hay Improvement Program 
Hay Testing provides nutritional value of hay to assist in balancing rations, and can 
result in reduced feed cost, increased animal performance, and information to im-
prove forage stands. This is an opportunity to get your hay tested for free. 
Awards Program in December Meets CAIP Education Requirements. (See flyer) 

 
 
 
Follow us on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/jessaminecountyagriculture 
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To maximize yield and economic return 
on every acre, begin with a soil test. A 
current soil test from the University of 
Kentucky ensures you will receive more 
accurate fertilizer recommendations, 
optimized for your crop, field history and 
production methods. 

University of Kentucky Cooperative Ex-
tension Service publication AGR-1, Lime 
and Nutrient Recommendations, was 
recently updated for the 2025-2026 crop 
seasons, and new recommendations are 
a result of a review of soil fertility re-
search and soil test data collected across 
the state. It covers nutrient recommen-
dations for grain crops, forages, tobacco 
and several specialty crops. 

To get reliable recommendations, it is 
important that the submitted soil sample 
accurately represents the field or area 
from which it was taken. Analytical re-
sults provided on the soil test report 
form are for the sample submitted, and 
the listed recommendations are based 
on those results. All recommendations 
are made on the assumption that a rep-
resentative soil sample was taken. If soil 
sampling procedures are questionable, 
accurate nutrient and lime rate recom-
mendations for the sampled field or area 
cannot be assured. Because results can 
vary between fall and spring sampling, it 
is better to consistently sample a given 
field at the same time of the year.   

When sampling untilled fields in the fall, 
an equal number of cores should be col-
lected from both between and close to 
the rows. For tilled areas, take soil cores 
to the depth of primary tillage (plow, 
chisel plow, big disc, etc.), usually six to 
eight inches. With pastures, lawns, no-
tilled areas and turf, take soil cores to a 
depth of four inches.   

With changing fertilizer and commodity 
prices, each production field should be 
sampled every two years. Annual sam-
pling is preferable for high-value crops or 
rotations that remove large amounts of 
soil nutrients, such as alfalfa, tobacco 
and double-crop silage. Sampling each 
year after manure application is also rec-
ommended.   

Recommended nitrogen additions are 
made with an expectation of a yield re-
sponse as measured for that crop under 
Kentucky soil and weather conditions. 
Yield responses to phosphate and potash 
rate recommendations are more likely 
when soil test levels “very low," “low” 
and “low-medium.” When the soil test 
value is “medium” or higher, associated 
phosphate or potash rate recommenda-
tions are mostly intended to ‘maintain’ 
sufficient soil phosphorus and potassium 
availability.   

Field research yield and soil test relation-
ships measured by the Kentucky Agricul-
tural Experiment Station were used to 
establish the phosphate and potash rec-
ommendations contained in AGR-1. 
Those recommendations strive to enable 
each soil/field to supply a sufficient level 
of available plant nutrients, regardless of 
seasonal weather and assuming good 
management practices. 

Soil Testing is FREE to Jessamine County 
residents. 2 for homeowner or 6 for 
farmers.   

View UK Publication AGR-1 at https://
publications.ca.uky.edu/agr-1  

By: John Grove, research and extension 
soils specialist; and Edwin Ritchey, exten-
sion soils specialist, UK Research and Ed-
ucation Center at Princeton, University of 
Kentucky 

A Soil Test - The Important First Step  

“To maximize 

yield and 

economic 

return on 

every acre, 

begin with a 

soil test.” 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublications.ca.uky.edu%2Fagr-1&data=05%7C02%7Csteve.musen%40UKY.EDU%7Ceb5457e520284f5e27c408dddb2b96f5%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638907702509044676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublications.ca.uky.edu%2Fagr-1&data=05%7C02%7Csteve.musen%40UKY.EDU%7Ceb5457e520284f5e27c408dddb2b96f5%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638907702509044676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e


Horticulture Highlights! 
Here is the first instalment of the Horticulture page from Naomi Howell for y’all! 

 
Plant Pun of the month: Why couldn’t the flower ride his bike? Because he lost his petals! 
 

Composting 
Now is a great time to start your own backyard compost pile or spruce up your current one. With the leaves falling 
soon and Autumn up ahead, now is the perfect time for shoring up your garden for fall.  
 
Reducing household waste by composting instead of throwing away plant matter can turn your trash into treasured 
soil amendments.  
 
Here are some useful publications on composting: 
Hot or Cold composting: What will work best for you (pub ID:192) 
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/id192.pdf 
Home composting: A guide to managing yard waste (pub HO-75) 
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ho75.pdf 
Beginner’s guide to gardening: Composting (pub NEP-233) 
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/NEP233.pdf 

 

 

Fall Fertilization 
You have done your soil test. Now what? Now is the perfect time to fertilize your cool season grass lawn!  

 
These grasses: Kentucky bluegrass, Tall Fescue, Perennial Ryegrass, and Fine Fescue, will do best with a fall fertiliza-

tion to help prevent the need of spring fertilization. Overall helping your root system and reducing disease.  
 

For the full publication and more information go to Fertilizing your Lawn (pub AGR-212) 
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/AGR212.pdf  

 
 

Left to Right: Tumbling compost bin, compost pile, pallet compost bin Image via Unsplash 
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https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/id192.pdf
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/ho75.pdf
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/NEP233.pdf
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/AGR212.pdf
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